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English Pronunciation Cheat Sheet

COMMONLY MISPRONOUNCED WORDS MINIMAL PAIRS
comfortable KUM-fter-bul

ship / sheep N s ficl
vegetable VEJ-tuh-bul

bit / beat N s fi:f
Wednesday WENZ-day

. cat / cut lael vs fuh/

February FEB-yoo-air-ee
library LY-brer-ee bed / bad lel vs lael
entrepreneur on-truh-pruh-NUR light /right s Il
colleague KOL-eeg think / sink Ithi vs Is/
schedule SKED-yool (US) / SHED-yool (UK) vest / best I vs ol
receipt rih-SEET

fan /van 1l vs Ivi
hierarchy HY-uh-rahr-kee

pull / pool Ul vs fu:l
specifically spuh-SIF-ik-lee

) . heart / hurt lah/ vs lerl
miscellaneous miss-uh-LAY-nee-us
determine dih-TUR-min WORD STRESS RULES
genuine JEN-yoo-in Two-syllable nouns: stress the FIRST syllable.
pronunciation pruh-NUN-see-AY-shun Two-syllable verbs: stress the SECOND syllable.
SILENT LETTER PATTERNS Words ending in -tion/-sion: stress the syllable before.
Silent K knife, know, knee, knock, knit
) ) ) Words ending in -ic: stress the syllable before.

Silent P psychology, pneumonia, receipt, pseudonym
Silent B doubt, debt, subtle, climb, lamb, thumb

Compound nouns: stress the FIRST word.
Silent W write, wrong, wrap, wrist, answer, sword
Silent G sign, design, foreign, gnaw, champagne
Silent H hour, honest, honor, ghost, rhythm
Silent L walk, talk, half, calm, salmon, could

Silent T listen, castle, often, whistle, mortgage



